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Ensign Jesse L. Browm
Umnitecd States Nawvy
First Black Carrier Pilot

President Harry Truman fastens the first
Congressional Medal of Honor of the
Korean War around the neck of Tom
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On Dec. 4, 1950, Navy pil ot Ensign Jesse L. Br owr

was shot down over North Korea while flying close air support to save U.S. soldiers and

coldest winters on record. Flying overhead was his wingman and friend, Lt. Tom

Hudner with Fighter Squadron 32 who knew that a rescue helicopter would not make it

in time. This wasndét just a pilot in di stirhsdsrendoarmarsedf acel e
man and the father of a2  -year -old girl. To the shock of his squadron, Hudner announced on the radio

Al &m going i no. Hudner <c¢ranked back the canopy, set 'the
What he was about to do had never been tried before. He was going to make a carrier landing on a

mountainside. His Corsair came screeching to earth, skidding against the rocks and plowing through

the snow, its propellers bent back.

Lt. Hudner found Ensign Brown pinned in the wreckage, shivering, obviously suffering from internal

injuries. He tried to pull him out but could not. He was able to douse the fire on the nose of the plane

with snow and then returned to wrap Browndés frozen hands
Brown waiting for rescue. Sadly Ensign Brown did not make it but before he died he gave a final

message to deliver to his wife: iJust t el l Dai sy | |l ove

Naval Officer to die in the war.

By the time a rescue helicopter arrived, Hudner was exha

without a word. He turned and shouted to his departed friend, AWweéll be back for you. o

When Lt. Hudner returned to the deck of his carrier, USS Leyte, Capt. T.U. Sisson announced there was

no finer act of unsel fish heroism in military history. o |

him the Medal of Honor, and Hudner wused his fame to person
Over the decades, cl osure eluded Hudner. Brownos

Hudner was unable to keep his promise to return for his friend. In 2013, at 89,

' Hudner decided to attempt the impossible. He traveled to North Korea, where he met

with a senior colonel of the North Korean Peopl ed
to help search for Brownds remai ns -unwasimpressed pri e me
that he came so far to keep a promise and granted approval for his army to resume the

search for the remains of missing U.S. servicemen, beginning with Jesse Brown. Lt.

Hudner did all that he could to keep his promise, but knew it might take years, even decades, for

anyone to locate wreckage in those desolate mountains. In 2017 at the age of 93, Hudner died at his

home in Concord, Massachusetts. Al n Memor vy of Al Who Servedo







