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The DeLand Naval Air Station members were notified that 
WWII Veteran Lt. Robert Banta passed away on 4/18/2018 in 
Juno Beach, Florida at the age of 97.  We send our condolences 
to his wife Virginia, 3 sons, Bob, Bruce and Bert, 6              
grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. 

Robert W. Banta, is a World War II Veteran who served in 
the United States Navy as Lieutenant Naval Aviator from 
1942 – 1945.  He was assigned to the USS Randolph (CV 
15), 5th Fleet, flying a TBF Avenger.  On June 11, 1943 
during a carrier  qualification exercise on the USS        
Wolverine in Lake Michigan, the Grumman TBF-1 Avenger 
Torpedo Bomber, Serial #01747 that he was flying caught 
on fire and he radioed the flight tower that he needed to 
land the aircraft.  Because the USS Wolverine had a 
wooden deck, for safety the flight crew signaled for him 
to make a water landing.  The TBF Avenger water landing 
was accomplished and he was taken to safety by the 
chase rescue boat personnel.  The TBF Avenger then sank 
to the bottom of Lake Michigan where it would remain for 
over 50 years.   Lt. Robert W. Banta continued his service 
and received the Distinguished Flying Cross and two Air 
Medals for heroism in carrying out his missions. 

In 2003, the DNAS Museum accepted the  TBF Avenger 

wreckage from the Navy after it was pulled from Lake 

Michigan after 60 years.  For the past 14 years,  Veterans, 

Volunteers and  Community Partners shared their exper-

tise, donated equipment and supplies and have worked 

with determination to rebuild and restore the aircraft      

wreckage of the TBF Avenger inside the Ronald 

N. Herman Restoration Building.  On April 22, 

2017 the DNAS Museum held a public open house 

to roll out and fully open the wings of the          

restored TBF Avenger.  Robert W. Banta, was 

honored as we celebrated the years of hard work 

by many Veterans and Volunteers, some no 

longer with us, to preserve the historic aircraft 

for the education of  future generations.   

We were honored to meet Robert Banta and will 

proudly display items from his military history in 

the DNAS Museum for generations. 
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President Harry S. Truman led the effort to establish a single holiday 
for citizens to come together and thank our military members for their          
patriotic service in support of our country.   
 
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced 
the creation of an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps and Air Force Days.  The single day celebration stemmed 
from the unification of the Armed Forces under the Department of   
Defense. On May 19, 2017, President Donald Trump reaffirmed the 
Armed Forces Day holiday, marking the 70th anniversary since the 
creation of the Department of Defense. 



DNAS Museum Veterans attended 
t he  annua l  Em bry  R idd le            
Aeronautical University Veteran’s 
Appreciation lunch held each year 
to honor Veterans and thank them 
for their service to our country. 

Students from Embry Riddle       
continue to volunteer at the        
museum and we appreciate their 
assistance. 
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Skye Schwartz is currently an undergraduate student at Stetson         
University studying Biology.   She previously attended Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University where she studied Mechanical Engineering and 
Human Factors for two years before she transferred to Stetson.    Her 
goal is to become a Naval Aviator and eventually a Naval Astronaut.  She 
is a NASA Solar System Ambassador (SSA), where she makes             
presentations, speeches, and hosts events to inform the public about 
NASA and current events in the space community.  Skye is the Founder of 
OCEAN.  Find out more about Skye on her website https://
skyeschwartz.com.  We look forward to working with Skye and appreci-
ate her sharing her talent as a Volunteer to assist  the DNAS Museum in 
many areas. 
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WWII Veteran Gene Storz, 
Age 94, serves as a Tour 
Guide.  He often has great 
conversations with other 
WWII Veterans who tour 
the museum complex. 
 

DNAS MUSEUM HAD ANOTHER 
BUSY MONTH WITH INDIVIDUAL 
GROUPS, STUDENTS, VOLUSIA 
COUNTY ECHO RANGERS  AND BUS 
TOUR VISITS.   

VISITORS CONTINUE TO LOG IN 
FROM LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL 
A N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L                
DESTINATIONS. 

WE MEET THE MOST INTERESTING 
PEOPLE AND LEARN SO MANY 
FACTS ABOUT INDIVIDUAL      
MILITARY   SERVICE HISTORY AND 
FAMILY LINKS TO THE DeLAND  
NAVAL AIR STATION DURING 
WWII, 1942-1946. 
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Many thanks to our community for donating items and supporting our   
annual Yard Sale fundraiser held in the Ronald Herman Assembly Pavilion.  
A special thanks to the West Volusia Historical Society and the Hidden 
Hills Community.  We had such a large number of items for sale, we       
extended the event for another week.  Thanks to all of our Volunteers who 
assisted with the heavy lifting, set-up, sales and event clean up.  We could 
not do it without you!! 

Watch for upcoming sales by our Community Partners The African    
American Museum of the Arts, Barberville Pioneer Settlement and Friends 
of DeBary Hall.  We hope the community will also support their           
fundraisers and we’ll keep you posted on other upcoming events.   
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Volunteers from the DeLand Naval Air Station     

Museum returned to the Tosohatchee Wildlife    

Management area WWII plane crash site along with 

staff from the Florida Fish & Wildlife Preservation 

Unit, and Florida Airboat Search & Rescue with 

search dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos: Southern Arizona Guide) 

This is Bad Angel, an American P-51 Mustang fighter 

aircraft at the Pima Air and Space Museum in Pima, Ari-

zona.  
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Lt. Louis Curdes, USAAF, was an ace in WWII. 

He scored victories against the Germans, 
Italians, and Japanese.  His plane flouted his 
victories with 7 German flags painted on the 
fuselage, along with 1 Italian flag, 1 Rising 
Sun, and 1 AMERICAN FLAG FOR WHICH HE 
RECEIVED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSS! 

 
While attacking the Japanese island of 
Bataan, a wingman was shot down. While  
providing cover for the rescue, he saw an 
American C-47 transport approaching Bataan 
getting ready to land. He knew the crew and 
passengers would be captured when they 
landed and either be killed outright or       
tortured.  He tried to make radio contact, but 
without success. He maneuvered his Mustang 
in front of the big transport several times  
trying to wave it off. The C-47 kept to its 
landing target.  He lined up his P-51 directly 
behind the transport, carefully sighted one of 
his .50 caliber machine guns and knocked out 
one of its two engines. Still the C-47         
continued on toward the Bataan airfield. Lt. 
Curdes knocked out the remaining engine, 
leaving the baffled pilot no choice but to 
ditch in the ocean near his wingman.  The 12 
crew, including two nurses were able to 
climb into life rafts and were soon rescued. 

 
When Lt. Curdes realized he knew one of the 
nurses, he asked her to marry him.  What a 
unique way to find a wife!  Lt. Curdes  was 
honored to paint an American flag on his 
plane.  The “BAD ANGEL” is restored to   
beautiful condition and is on proud display at 
the Pima Air and Space Museum in Tucson,      
Arizona. 
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Florida Airboat & Rescue Team 
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