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The DeLand Naval Air Station Museum         

continues to honor the WWII Tuskegee       
Airmen  everyday with a display of a bronze 
bust of the former DeLandite and WWII     
Tuskegee Airman, Lt. Charles P.  Bailey, Sr.  

 Lt. Charles P. Bailey, Sr. graduated as a Tuskegee Airman in 1943.  He was one 

of Punta Gorda, Floridaôs ñFighting Bailey Brothers.ò The last of a family of 

seven sons and two daughters who distinguished themselves in war and in life 

during World War II, Korea and much of the 20 th  Century .  His memorial bust 

and history can be viewed at 910 Biscayne Boulevard at the DeLand Airport.  



 

 

 

In 2007, a dedication ceremony was held at the DeLand Naval Air Station    
Museum.  James Autry, a WWII Tuskegee Airman who served as a gunner and       
mechanic, led the pledge of allegiance.    City of DeLand Mayor Bob Apgar          
presented a proclamation and a second proclamation was presented by 
Marilyn Smith -Mooney, a city council woman from Punta Gorda, where Charles 
Bailey was born and raised.  Members of Bailey's family were in attendance, 
including his wife, the late Bessie Bailey.  The memorial bronze bust of        
Tuskegee Airman Charles P. Bailey was made by Artist Ralph Batten and       
donated by Jim and Beverly Outlaw.   

 Lt. Col. Hiram E. Mann, who flew in the same fighter group as Bailey but in a          
different squadron, spoke to the crowd.  Lt. Mann , a historian for the Central    

Florida organization of Tuskegee Airmen, said Bailey flew 133 missions on two 
tours of duty. During WWII, most white fighter pilots' tours were completed 
after 50 missions, while black  pilots usually had to complete about 70,  Hiram 
Mann, who passed away in 2014, was one of the few remaining pilots of the all 
black group of airmen.  He flew 48 combat missions as a pilot during World 
War II in Europe and went on to serve more than 21 years in the Air Force,   
retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.  

Lt. Charles Bailey in his flying gear with his boot on the wheel 

of the P -51 Mustang named for his father. He shot down a  
German fighter flying this plane while serving in the all -black 

99th Fighter Squadron in Europe during World War II.  LT. COL. HIRAM  E. MANN  

BEVERLY OUTLAW & RALPH BATTEN  

PAGE 2 DELANDINGS FEB 2016  NAVAL AIR STATION MU SEUM,  DELAND,  FLORIDA  


